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Nel corso degli ultimi vent’anni le politiche
europee in materia di immigrazione sono
state caratterizzate dall’adozione di misure a
carattere sempre più marcatamente
securitario e repressivo. La limitazione delle
vie legali d’accesso in Europa,
accompagnata dal rafforzamento della
sorveglianza dei confini, rappresenta
soltanto la punta dell’iceberg di un sistema
improntato alla criminalizzazione della figura
dei migranti irregolari e di coloro che ne
favoriscono l’ingresso o la permanenza,
perfino quando l’assistenza viene offerta per
motivi familiari o umanitari. Il convegno ha
l’obiettivo di esaminare le sfaccettate
intersezioni tra diritto penale e controllo
dell’immigrazione, offrendo il punto di vista di
accademici, membri delle istituzioni e
professionisti, al duplice scopo di ottenere un
quadro olistico dello stato dell’arte sulle
politiche europee di “crimmigration”, nonché
di discutere quali strumenti e rimedi sono
disponibili per promuovere una più efficace
tutela dei diritti fondamentali nel quadro
dell’attuale crisi migratoria.  
 
Over the last twenty years, the European
common immigration policy has been
marked by the implementation of
increasingly securitised and repressive
measures. The tightening of the conditions of
entry and the constant reinforcement of
border surveillance are just the tip of the
iceberg in a complex system which is
marked by the criminalisation of both
undocumented migrants and those who
engage in facilitating their entry or
permanence, even when the assistance is
provided solely on the basis of family or
humanitarian reasons. This conference
seeks to address the multifaceted
intersections between criminal justice and
immigration control from the point of view of
legal scholars, members of institutions and
practitioners, with the twofold aim to achieve
a holistic understanding of the state-of-the-
art of “crimmigration” policies in Europe, and
to discuss the available remedies to foster
the protection of human rights in the current
crisis in the movement of people.
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Current trends, numbers and routes in EU migrations: is existing
legislation creating more irregularity? |  
Maria Giovanna Manieri, Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and
Home Affairs, EU Parliament 
 
Frontex: EU border control, externalisation, and accountability  |  
Melanie Fink, University of Leiden 
 
11:00 Coffee break 
 
The connections between migration, crime and punishment: historical
and sociological questions |  
Dario Melossi, Università di Bologna  
 
From USA to EU: global trends in “crimmigration” policies |  
Gian Luigi Gatta, Università degli Studi di Milano 
 
Immigration detention and the hotspot approach |  
Daniel Wilsher, The City Law School, City University of London* 
 
13:00 Lunch

Palazzo Greppi, Sala Napoleonica 
Via Sant'Antonio n. 10

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3

9:15 Welcome address 
Elio Franzini, Provost of the University 
Nerina Boschiero, Dean of the Faculty of Law 
Gian Luigi Gatta, Chair of the Department of Law "Cesare Beccaria"

SESSION I, 9:30-13:00 
Irregular migration today: processes of control and criminalisation 

Chair: Gian Luigi Gatta, Università degli Studi di Milano



The normative foundations of the criminalisation of migration in EU Law |

Valsamis Mitsilegas, Queen Mary University of London 

 

Crimmigration in Sweden |  

Vanessa Barker, University of Stockholm  
 

Crimmigration in Spain |  

José A. Brandariz, Universidade da Coruna 
 

Immigration detention between law and practice in Italy |  

Francesca Cancellaro, Studio Legale Gamberini Ass. Prof. 
 

Exploring the maze of the immigration detention centres in Greece |  

Andriani Fili, University of Oxford 

 

Crimmigration in the Netherlands |  
Maartje Van Der Woude, University of Leiden* 

 

Crimmigration in the ECtHR case-law |  
Paulo Pinto de Albuquerque, European Court of Human Rights* 

 

* via conference call

SESSION II, 14:30-18:00 
Crimmigration law in the EU 

Chair: Stefano Zirulia, Università degli Studi di Milano



SESSION III, 9:30-13:00 
Smuggling of migrants and humanitarian assistance 

Chair: Chantal Meloni | Università degli Studi di Milano, ECCHR Berlin 

Current trends in smuggling of migrants throughout EU |  
Matteo Villa, ISPI - Istituto Studi Politici Internazionali, Milano 
 
The EU “facilitators’ package” and the criminalisation of humanitarian
assistance |  
Stefano Zirulia, Università degli Studi di Milano 
 
International law and rescue at sea |  
Irini Papanicolopulu, Università di Milano - Bicocca 
 
11:00 Coffee break  
 
Sea rescue at trial in Italy: the NGOs cases  |  
Alessandro Gamberini, Studio Legale Gamberini Ass. Prof. 
 
Reversing the perspective: criminal responsibility of public authorities for
human rights violations in Libya? |  
Luca Masera, Università di Brescia 
 
Concluding Remarks

Evento accreditato presso  l'Ordine degli Avvocati di Milano (6 crediti) 
free attendance

Scientific Committee: Stefano Zirulia, Gian Luigi Gatta

Organization: Giulia Mentasti (giulia.mentasti@unimi.it),  
Gaia Spinelli (gaia.spinelli@unimi.it)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 
Sala Crociera Alta di Giurisprudenza, via Festa del Perdono n. 3


