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Abstract

We discuss social networks as a source of social support by proposing the concepts of relational
ambivalence and consistency. We analyse the qualitative accounts of 19 female victims of domestic
violence in Sweden, who described the responses of their personal networks during and after the
abuse. We observe how the relationships were defined in ambivalent and consistent terms, and we
use multilevel regression analysis to model the factors that play a role in making a tie ambivalent
or consistent.
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